Let this year be good

rd of ancther year . last year, did ot carry any good news far the Tndian seafarers’. Inthe
E year 2010 the shipowners mace an anti searen’ s welfare agrearent with their deperndent

mnias. According to the appeal made by Forward Searmen’ s Union of India, the Mndoai
High Court fomed a Tribual tomeke a total enquiry . lest Yeartte Triluaal has been famed, bt
the shipowners ard their dgoerdant inians want to the Syarare Court. As aresult, tre ssafarers’ have
gt towait. Maming are also being redeed in vessels. In this matter ro aaclusion is readhed as yet.

Intte last yerr, it was paalished thet seafarer s Gratuity Money was transferred to an unknown
trust, which is very mxch warrying. The Garneral Secretary of FIUL Sadhan Kanjilal had infomed the
D. G.Shigping throxch a letter giving cetails of the incidant ard caverded imvediate settlarent. Td
date no infammation has been received regarding the steps taken. How the hard earned morey of the
seafarers, instead of being dgoosited in the Seamen’ sW elfare Furd was dgposited in an yestart trust,
the secret is revealed. The norey transfered belangs to the offshore vessel warkers. It was nmece
pdolic that alongwith sare govenment arployess ard merming agats, sare self amounced lesders
are irvolved in this. FIT is camarding imediate revelation of the trust ard exarple like pnishmert
tottegiilty . Few years back Provident Fund morey was defalcated. The Gratuity Morey transfer is
ametiaeble scadhal.

During the erd of the past year, it was revealed that the ship advinistratars are not paying praeer
waces to the seafarers ard are trying to sratch their qooortunities and advantages. Sice by sice they
are irvolving tharselves in camypotians of lacs ard lacs of ryeess in the rare of touring expenses.
Recarding this, we hed paalished news in details in this mecgzire.

Tn vesels the ssafarers’ are being pressurized far wak. Tiregularities are inressirg. Sice by side,
many kinds of cutrage, sexual torture are also exposed. Deck Cadet Urashankar Mehato was a
sacrifice of this injustice. He jurped into the sea, wreble to ear the insults of the Ghief Of ficx . His
body was not fourd. To the Trdian searen this incidat is as well as painful ad areful .

Rolitically, last year did not go well. Qre after ancther camupction of the TPA. goverrmertt in the
cantre was exoosed. Minister ’s ard Of fidials” are irmvolved in these comypctians. Terordsts attacks
have increased. Many people were killed. In W est Bacpl, the ruling arty”’ s glinpse of tyramy has
care into the qoen. A flow of false pramnises are going an. Instead of mesting the minimm requivenents
of the pblic, everyday bodcks are heing puolished in the rare of develgarent. Threpepele of W et
Barpl are sparding their days under a dhostly ruling system.

Throuch this darkness the Surise of 2014 tock place. Like the comntrynen, the seafarers’ are
also hoping far a lright new year which shall bring them good news. W e also hgee far the save. AlL
the ssafarers, their families ard others related, wish you all a very hagoy ard prosoerous new year s
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Cargo-Handling is not seamen’s job

Cargo-handling by seamen is
risky . It is wmlawful to execue
these types of jdb by unskilled
wakers. Regomnsibility of coing these
warks lies an skilled ard experienced
dockers. For cargo-hardling the
seafarers’ are tanpted by offering
extra money . The of ficrs are also
offered fat allomances so that, they
et these jdos dare by the searen.
Befare eterdirg ot the seafarers’ are
asked to loosen the ropes far tying
cargees. Tre reas is to inlced the
cargo quickly at port. How much
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risky the jdo is, the related authority do not kesp ismaird.

Why cargo handling is risky for the seafarers?

The answer s, without prgoer training it is amatter of risk far all ssaven. These jdos are for dodkers ard ot
seaven. Far doing these jdos warking hours increases ard ro resting tine is ford. This results to fatige. Yau
may not know that, the shipoaners are eaming lots of morey by paying less to the seamen faor these jdos. The
dockers regoects the skills of the seafarers’ it in rebum says that, dealing with carcp shauld ke left for the
exoerienced.

Then why the seamen are asked to do cargo related jobs?

Car oo related jdos dare by seaven are increasing lar ggly in the shigoing indisstry . The extent of irvegular ard
likeral attitice inthe shioirng ird sty isaart of it. W ith the ansat of the onrers the ssafarers’ are facsd to
o the cargohardling. The govenment of the country sugoarts this unlawful jdo. The shipowners wants to at
down excenses. They want to curtail seaven ard dockers. They want Jjobs done cheaply . For this the hard
earred ridts of the ssafarers ard dodkers after 1lag and painful stugle, are keing diminished. Trey are tryirg
to digmiss the trained, experienced ard enlisted dockers. In sare parts terparary, ineoerienced ard of fire
record labourers are beirg recruited far carop-tardling in ships.

ITF in a report said, the shipowners wants to weaken the programme of the Dock Iabour Trace Union.
Actally they want to darolish the union. Because they know that united dodker are very strang. At dif faret
times they gopoly their strerngth. They are very fimm infavour of their ridhts. They sugoart seafarers’ ard other
laorers stmuogle. Tnreality, to show sypathy of the dodkers, the searen should refuse car gohardling. Far
achieving developed working conditions and envirament, the seafarers’ refusal is recessary . It dould ke
renentered that dock laoourers are rafral frieds of the seafarers!

Why cargo handling is harmful for seamen ?
Car go-hardling is not seafarers jdo. Because they are not trained far it. So it can endancer their life. An/

.
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incident is known to everyloody . Jaruary 2007, a Filipino seamen was crushed under an eidght ton aontainer ard

weskilled. Tre incident hagoerned an a Antigua and Barach flagged vessel. The ship was anchared in Rotterdam
Part in the Netherlards. Wen the seafarers were busy cargo-hardling the sarrowful incident hageered. Unable
to hardle the car goes raperly, leads to suxch incidat ins=a.

Secordly, fora go-hardling much time ard 1abour is wasted. Far this they suf fer fram extra mental pressure.
Trey are fatiged. As it is, waking far lag hauars, tight schedule of ship movarerts, going fran ae port to
arcther nekes tham dgaressad. M tgo of this if, cargohardling is added, the life of the seafarers’ are edaoered.
Now a day's pracer resting tine in part are wavailaole. May ke, a searen after reaching a part warts to aatact
ard enquire about his family, it can not do because, the ship leaves that part. The seaman 1s disagoointed.
Deression eats yo. Saretine accident ccars. Inmid sea ar inport, searen are victims of such acciderts.

So, if a saafarer is asked far cargp-hardling by his higher officials, what shall he do? If asked to toxh
tte ar oo, the answer is no, sary, this is not ny jdb. Imediately acontact your union, the Farward Seamen’ s
Union of ITndia, or cotact TIF Ingpeector neartyy . Can talk to local seafarers union. Catact divectly with
ITF — +44 20 7403 2733.

[ d o

Rejected ship and abandoned seamen

“In modem times it is
diffiqilt to advit thet for days
after days sesfarers’ dhall
rarein doeandoed in fareion
part. Trey will ot oet food
ar water . Not get morey to
oo back hare, ar their hard
earned money”. This was
written by Rear Admiral
Charles Michel. He was the
Chief of the U.S. Coast
Guard office of “Maritime
ard International Iaw”. In
2009 e hed pblidhed this in a joaral after sarutiny W The other wreiter alongwith Charles Michel was Amber
W ard. He was the staf fAttomey of Qeeration Law Group in the same of fiee. They also wrote, “Abandoned
seafarers are often victins of anel, irhen, insulting kehaviars ard the warst is when they fird thet their lives
are in dancer die to scarcity of food.”

This is said because, warld wice in various parts the seafarers are disandearked ar left doardored alag with
\the ship, which has becare a prdalem. Abardoned life beaares unbearable for the seamen. Thelntemattimal/
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Labour Qrgenisation has mece an infommal diary regarding rejected and abardoned ships and seafarers after

gathering infometions. Tt is seen that fram 2001 to 2010, 136 vessels ard 1,612 searen were acardoned.
(nly in 2009 during the ked times of warld econany 57 vessels were rejected and 647 searen suffered losses.
Saretimes searen were disararked befare announcing the ship rejected. Most of the tines they were left aut
far away fram their hare ar country .To returm hare pamy less, they have to uder op Ict of suf ferirog.

Abandon or reject is actually what?

Trere are variaus causes to reject a ship. Most of the times the shipoers after ecoanic calailatians takes
the decision. Unable to mest the daots ard to avoid arrest, they amomnce the vessel rejjected ar aoarndaned.
Saretimes when sailing becares urmorthy, the Cotrol Ingoectar of the part staes the vessel which is then
amounced redjected. W arld econany is also resoansible faor this saretimes.

When a searen is left strarnded in a fareion part, e is disagoointed ard starts doing hateful desds. Ramoves
cereratar oil ar food ar water . His phoe calls are not answered by the shipowners. Most of the time the
shipowners stay in the back groad. Saretimes they are threatened ar given false pramises which are never
ret. These inoreases the seafarers’ mental agony Jihen they do not get their wages and carnct get kack hare,
their family suffers too. Far arvival they beg.

Netioal Co-adiratar far Tntermratianl Tragpot W akers’ Federation (TTF) in Seain, Jose Manel Ortecp
said, “Far days we are seeing this. But no steps has been taken to stoo it.” He questained,” How can a
shipowner kesp his seamen stranded ard go away ¥

To save ad relp the ssafarers in cartain sittatians, woks have started at intermatiael lerl. B the proess
is very slow. IO in 2006, during Meritime ILaboar Covention tock up long standing plans to develco
eviramental atmoschere of wark for the seamen. But what are they doing to stop rejection of vessels ard
doardming of seafarers’? Adavlly in the caverntion, to solve the mrddlem retification inlraght an. Tretar gt
is to fam a firancial searity netwark far the dcandoned searen. Bt till proper intermatical solubians are
received, dardming ssafarers’ dell catine. Their prircial ridits sl ke violated ad their fanily life ell ke
painful ard destroyed. <
4 I
Com. Samar Mukherjee about trade union

Tre late comunist leader Sarar Mkherjes, wrote urnder the heading Trade Union recarding the
role of mass acgnization that, a larce art of the ldoorr class of ar contry are uoer the influene of
bour geois. Trade union movament even led by CTTU could not care out of the weaknesses of the
rrinciples of ecaanics. Thouch aonscicusress has aaparatively goe higher that befare. Presantly £
is the jdo of the party ard CITU lesgership to wnite the laooar class ard grow political ansciousress
anoryg them far meking them soldiers to figt far damoaracy ad socialism. This is not easy at all. Far
this the CTIU leedership shauld ke strergthered as a political arganization.

\\ (Sramik Andolan/Nov. 2013) )
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Due to lack of rest and sleep seamen are

suffering from fatigue

“Fatigue is a biological drive for recuperative rest”
(Safe recovery)

Time of
day Fatigue

Times awake ==

Sleepine
Task-related >
factors

Impaired
Performance
Capabilities

“Accident”

In the last isste we wrote that every person needs rest ard slesp, similarly every seafarers also nesd
slesp. Lack of slesp ard rest leads to inevitable farige. Psydwlagists claim that, warks are harmed die to lack
of slesp ard rest. Garerally excessive wark 1ced, even tum by tum duty ar shifting dity results to fatige. This
influence falls an health, food, ace ard other matters. How can you urderstard that a seamen is suffering fran

fatige? Tre signs are given kelow:—

Physical Signs:-
Trebility to stay aweke (eg. head nodding)
Diffiaulty with hard-eye coadiration.
Jeeech diffiailty (eg. shured)
Heawviress in ams ad legs ar shuggish feelimg.
Decreased daility to 1ift, peharpall.
Draoping dojects.
Ner-specific dhysical discanfart.
Headaches.
Rapid lreathing.
. Loss of gooetite.
. Swearing fits.
. legpains / craps.
. Dicestion prdblars.

&5

N

/

THE SAMUDRA DARPA N @



" Mental Signs:-
1  Poar judgmrent of distancs, speesed, time.
2  Trecarete inteqretation of a sitetioan, (eg. failing to anticigate caroer) .
Emotional Signs:-

Needless worry .

Reduced motivation to wark well.

Mood dances  (eg. irrdtability, tiredness, dgaessian)

Presently what is happening to a seaman on board?

Tre answer is, the ewirament of modem ships are, excessive wark ard excessive stress. Presantly dhanging
rattems of trace ad enployment, results to increasad tine spert aooard far the seafarers’. Searen are unshle
to go hare far six moths to ae year . Mxeover they are called ack befare the leave erds. Acgin, to increase
safety lecpl stridress is inoreasing. Ingeectians are dae frequently in ships. Seafarers’ are being pressurized
with mare resomnsibi lities without giving mare tire as if, low class o are being dore with the seaven. After
11" September 2001, security is increased in the port area of United States of America due to the terrorist
attack. Even security officers in ships are given new roles. Though no company has created such posts in ships.
For few years the seafarers’ have found themselves caught in a pincer of the commercial pressure to work faster,
harder and better. Even then, days after days number of seamen are being reduced in vessels. For this pressure,
resting time for seamen have become less, for days they have to work without sleep. Due to this they are victims
of fatigue. In this respect, the Managing Director of Hong Kong Shipowners Association said, “The problem is
some vessels do not have adequate number of workers.” A scrutiny by ITF reveals that, maximum number of
seafarers told that, they have to work for 12 hours or more. Even 15 hours at a stretch. Working hours in many
ships have become 80 hours per week. Due to this health problems are being noticed. Life security is disturbed.
Fatigue takes over. Sometimes, events of suicide are also happening. So, if the seafarers’ do not get deserving
rest and sleep, unrest may occur is ships, problems will be created, events of suicide will increase. Seafarers’
should be aware of this now. <
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Seafarers’ overseas legal help

2t dif ferert times, seafarers’ lecare vidtins of civil ar comiral of fences. Far few year, mary thirk that civil
d faes are inoeasing in the shigoing indstry . Saretimes in ships the life of a ssafarer ecares restless after keirg
acousd far such of fae. Ssafarers’ have to oo fran ae port to aother . Dif farat contrdes have dif farat lans.
Dee to this the seafarers’ becare victins, wanare. Because they do not know 1aw nor they are told doat it.

Far few years, intermatiaal, natiawl ad regiaal existing laws are amnounced to ke unlawful . The searen
are rot avere of this ad 5o they anfrat disaster . Bwiramatal, especially de to ail pollution in ses, they are

In the whole warld, 15 lacks of seafarers’ everyday in 1,00,000 ships, transparts 90% of the warld trace.
Mest of their life tine they seerd aocard. They are atttached with the most risky profession of the warld. These
mdal le seafarers’ are mostly a ey for insults, exdtortians, 111 bahaviar ad injustice. Qiccard they face vardaus
accicerts. Sittetion is suh thet, a ssefarer s, reauitent o detaintio is af feded,

Seafarers’ Rigt Intemariaal (RI) is the first to raise the soject of seafarers’ lawful searity .They have
aregted “Fact Files” to infam ssafarer s doout varios ageedts of their ridhts ard how to deal with lecgl sitiatias
they may face in the couarse of their enployment.

Tre first “Fact File” is actmlly “Using Lawyers’ designed to provice practical quidance to a seafarer . This
\organizatimhascmefcmardtomljcblegalaivice. < )
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Be careful regarding receiving
foreign money

All on a sudden your mabi le phore or an 35 informs you that, you have won a lottery .

Yaor rane is selected in the intermatianal lottery systan ard now you are a aaner of lacs of
nyess. Tre arout is told indollars. You are hagoy with joy .Y cu resoonse to your mobi le
messace. Y au are told to pay few thousards of rueees as processing fees. In the desire of
cettting lacs of nupees you deposit the maey in the told ark acoouant. After this yau asked to
ray fess for taoedidtion. Yaualsoay this. Then you wait far the dollars to ke degoosited in
your acooat. Yauwait for days. Yau do not oet the lottery amoant. When you contact your
kark, the bark of ficer says, your money has gone down the water .A gragp of dheats have
swirdled aut your few thousards of rupees

W arld wice trap has been set yo by fareion swirdler, They inform you through SMS or
Carputer BEreil that you have won lacs of reess in lottery .Y au are infamed that money will
e received in dollars. These dheats also gives raposal far jdos daced, fareion sdolarship
for students, studies inwarld farous iniversities, foreion visa ebe. Praoosal or rews are sad
in letter heed. Doanets in kark letter hesd ar civadlar is also shomn. These are sigratured
by hich officials of Reserve Bark. Even their phae ninber ar Ereil 1D is also attadhed.
These are given to gain anfidance of the persm to ke deated. Bt these are all false.

If yau fall in this trgp then you have to laose faw thousards of ryeess. Yauwill ke weble to
uckerstard. As som as you deposit money in that given acoount, the noney is withdramn.
More morey is wanted. Your greed goes Wo. After degpositing that wanted arount, yoa will
fird that the whole moey has vanished. Fven the ank account is no more exdisting.

Reserve Bark has announced throuch a ciraular to be careful fram this cheating. Many
tines it is proclained that a big fareion donar has dgoosited moey in RRIL accoant. Deposition
of the darerced money shall fetch you that amont. RBI dall pay you ar your arganization.
This is also false. RBI claimed that, far digbarsarent of money RBI do not kesp any accoant
of apersmn / copary / trustee / o ganization. Acart fram this RBT do not allow any of fidial to
dishurse morey .

So, ke careful, seecially those who wark in ships, because they are not aware of the
forgery of lands. If sare messages of this kind aares, do not answer . Delete the messace.
Destroy the Feil. Please raventer that if any residat of Trdia is caught far these types of
morey collection ar serding moey to fareion canntries or its process, then thet residat dall
ke der ged for viclation of Foreign Moey Exchance Act 1999 ard puanished. Far this, heawvy
amouant ney ke fined ard even can ke jailed.

So be careful from falling into swindlers trap.
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World Aids Day 2013 observed

To neke the warld hahitable far healthy pegole
ard far awareness ard to fight agginst the deadly
disease HIV/ATLS, the W arld Health Qrganisation
‘WHO' tock the initiarive todsere tte W add Aids
Day an the 1% Day of December from 1988. In the
year 1995 the United Nations acknowledged the
day as “World Aids Day”. This year the principle
theme of the day was “Getting to Zero”. Different
organizations of every country in the world observes
the World Aids Day on the 1% day of December. In
the same way the International Transport Worker’s
Federation ‘ITF’ observes the day by taking up
various programme of work. With the support of
Forward Seamen’s Union of India, the largest union

of the seafarers’, the “World Aids Day 2013” was
observed at Ranaghat in Nadia district. HIV/AIDS
Educator Liton Saha had setup a camp at the crossing
of Mission Gate and National Highway and
conducted anti AIDS campaign on the 1* and 2™
day of December’ 13. In these 2 days 700 transport
workers received HIV/AIDS awareness. Amongst
them 404 truck drivers and workers enlisted their
names. Presence of common people was eye-
catching. They took books, leaflets and IEC
materials regarding HIV/AIDS. Answer were given
to many questions done by many people. By

.
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Gampaing Againat HIV/AI0S
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Joelying public address systam, camom pegele ard
transpart workers mainly trudk drivers received
awareness regarding HIV/AID. In this programme
Liton Saha was helped by the Ranachat Network
for Pecples Living with HIV/AIDS Society . Many
tadk the society card far future aotact.

On the secord day, tre 2™ day of December,
a procession was brought out with 50 members
and leaflets cards and condoms were distributed
from the camp. Films were projected through video.
The main reason to do the programme in the mission
gate is that, ample number of trucks comes
and goes. As aresult target group is available. Help
of common people is also available, said
Liton Saha. <
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